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Knowledge Database in KASSA

• Website database created and refined 
through Workpackage 5 (WP5)

• Partners use KASSA Website –
kassa.cirad.fr – to enter and refine local 
knowledge from partners’ locations 
through WP 1 and 2

• Database provides a gist of studies and 
experiences using a wide variety of CA 
technologies from KASSA platforms
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Database Specifications

• Built over an open-source DBMS (MySQL)
• Contains:

– 1,335 referred publications from the KASSA 
platforms

– 934 locale information referred through 
publications
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Publications and Locales
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KASSA Search

Publication Search
(default)

Advanced Search
(specific results)

Whole Database
1,335 Publications

Simple Text 
Title, Author, Keywords*

Whole Database
934 Locales

1,335 Publications
Specific Options

Simple Text *

Standard Search Result Format

* Better indexing process currently being developed
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KASSA Search: Interface
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Search Results
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Advanced Search
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Database Entries: Addressed Issues

• Many columns/values left blank
• Non-standard entries 

– eg. Classifications can be structured around 
one system and made selective instead of 
user-entered 

• Errors reduced
• Information more structured
• Information standardized
• Encourages search efficiency
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• “Escaped/Isolated” entries
– Contains no data
– Contains information that would escape search 

results despite potential “value”
• Quantified search

– Numeric data organization needed
– Could help in simulations/projections

Database Entries: Addressed Issues
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Getting the Knowledge Across

• Valuating the Database
– Who would use it?
– Where would they be?
– Why would they use it?
– How would they access it?
– What could they expect? 
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Getting the Knowledge Across

• Extending the Database
– More, updated records

• Include farmer participation to provide real experiences
• Quantitative data

– Different media options
• Rural radio (call-in programs etc)
• Studies made into television programs

– New platforms
• Lessons learnt translated to education
• Global/regional seminars on lessons from other 

KASSA platforms
• Interface with similar Knowledge-based initiatives
• Foster development of result-oriented DSS
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Interacting with online resources

• RWC and other partners’ websites
• PRISM: Regional project information 

database for South Asia
• Rice Knowledge Bank from IRRI
• International Crop Information System
• CGIAR ICT-KM projects
• Global ICT for Development initiatives, 

such as the WSIS
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Getting KASSA recognized on 
other websites

Knowledge CA
Search the global 
database from the
KASSA Consortium
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www.rwc.cgiar.org/KASSA 

Thank you
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